quentlv embracea nnclens, differing in densqt a;ngl
color from the exterior layer., ’l‘he texture . pf this
exterior layer is compact, but its densxty diminishes
towards the centre, and while its color is commonly
dark brown, that of the central portion 1s light, ap-
proaching to yellow. The technological terms ap-
plied to these varicties of iron ore are brown ores:
and hone ores—names which have reterence to thelr
physical charactets, .
‘All these ores.belong to the mmeralogxcal specleg,
arbnnate of iron. But when the -nodules contain .
cavmes, as they frequently do, these are lined with -
minute crystals of *a rich velvety aspect; which - are
“hydrated oxide of i Jron, a variety of the 8peclea

brown oxide of iron. ..

They are rankéd among the best ores of iron—=- .

workmv easily and yiclding an average of metal
from forty lo ity per. cent. A celebrated deposnta |

of thenris in Prince George’s eounty ai Snowden’s |

Mine Bank,situated on the eust side of the Wash--
Turnpiks, near the twenty first mile stone, and about

" a half mile from the road. The ore was lormerly o

extracted from this bank in a large quanuty, asis evi-
dent from the excavation—Dbut the mine is now te- -
tally abandoned and serves as mere- lick, to which
the cattle of the weighboring country are attracted
by a singular efflorescence within of sulphate of

magunesia.
At the head of De pRun, which emptles mto tho‘

Patapsco, seven miles from Balumore, ore of a ‘good
q1 alily is raised for the use of the Patapsco (urnace.
"I'e furnace at Cartis’s ucek is prmmpally led wlth |
6 ) R T :
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